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to accept some amendments. We may 
want some modifications and may 
want to have some substitutes. How-
ever, I would like to avoid, if possible, 
the vote-arama. I don’t think it makes 
the Senate look very good. There are 
141⁄2 hours remaining on the resolution. 
I would like people to have a chance to 
be able to debate their amendment. 
Even so, I encourage Senators, if they 
have amendments, let us look at them 
before they send their amendments to 
the desk. We want to be able to look at 
those amendments on both sides. I en-
courage colleagues on this side, if they 
have amendments, the Senator from 
North Dakota is entitled to look at 
those amendments. But they can have 
a chance to debate those amendments, 
have some debate time throughout the 
day. I expect we will have a lot of votes 
today and a lot of votes tomorrow. Col-
leagues should be aware. Also, they 
should be prepared, if necessary, to 
stay on Saturday for a lot of votes. I 
hope and expect we could conclude ei-
ther very late tonight or sometime to-
morrow but, if necessary, on Saturday.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from North Dakota. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I say to 
the majority leader, I think it is inap-
propriate to proceed with business as 
usual when a war has begun. That 
sends the wrong message to the coun-
try. It is not what the Senate should be 
doing. 

I am the ranking member of the 
Budget Committee and I would very 
much, just as the chairman, like to 
complete work on the budget resolu-
tion quickly. But I have to say that I 
don’t think that is the priority at this 
moment. At this moment, I think the 
Senate ought to be talking about 
events that are unfolding half the 
world away that have our young men 
and women at risk and that have us en-
gaged in a military conflict that is 
enormously consequential to the fight 
of this Nation. 

I understand the resolution is not yet 
ready. So I think for some time this 
morning we could be on the schedule 
we agreed to last night. But I think 
after that time, to just proceed with 
debating the budget and talking about 
pay-go and talking about this amend-
ment and that amendment is going to 
look awfully strange to the American 
people when our troops are engaged in 
battle. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, we do 
have a challenge but we have a chal-
lenge to pay appropriate respect for 
our troops and that is the purpose of 
having a resolution, which is a joint 
resolution, for which I pray and hope 
we have 100-percent support. 

During debate on that resolution, I 
want to give everyone the opportunity 
to express that support, although I will 
also say whatever happens over the 
next several days, and it is likely to go 
on through next week, there will be 
ample opportunity, I believe—and I 
will make ample opportunity over the 
ensuing weeks—for people to express 
support.

We have a challenge now that we will 
finish the budget resolution this week. 
So we have the budget resolution and 
we will have this resolution of support 
and we will be able to do both. I think 
the budget is very important—how all 
taxpayer dollars are spent for military, 
for defense, for homeland security, for 
education, for health care. That is our 
responsibility. We have people listen-
ing right now, people are at work, 
working in convenience stores, they 
are working in banks, they are showing 
up for work, and there are reporters 
outside. The Nation’s business must 
keep going. 

Our responsibility as Senators is to 
develop a budget that gives some prior-
ities. We have done a good job to date. 
To walk away from that responsibility 
at this point is simply irresponsible. 
That is why, as majority leader, I say 
we are going to stay here and we are 
going to do the Nation’s business. That 
is our responsibility and you will see 
that fulfilled. We do have the challenge 
of being able to do both. 

I look forward to working with the 
minority leader and the managers of 
this particular bill to be able to accom-
plish that. I am confident we will be 
able to do that. We have been working 
on the resolution in support of our 
troops for several days with the minor-
ity leader’s staff. We have made real 
progress. It expresses strong support, I 
believe, and the sense of this body. We 
will look forward, hopefully this after-
noon, to bringing that to the floor and 
being able to give that opportunity for 
people to speak. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET FOR 
THE U.S. GOVERNMENT FOR FIS-
CAL YEAR 2004 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now resume consideration 
of S. Con. Res. 23, which the clerk will 
report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows:
A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 23) 

setting forth the congressional budget for 
the U.S. Government for fiscal year 2004 and 
including the appropriate budgetary levels 
for fiscal year 2003 and for fiscal years 2005 
through 2013.

Pending:
Kyl modified amendment No. 288, to pro-

vide financial security to family farm and 
small business owners by ending the unfair 
practice of taxing someone at death. 

Dorgan amendment No. 294, to provide a 
meaningful prescription drug benefit in 
Medicare that is available to all bene-
ficiaries. 

Rockefeller amendment No. 275, to express 
the sense of the Senate concerning State fis-
cal relief.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from North Dakota. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I would 
like the attention of the majority lead-

er, if I could, before he leaves the floor, 
to say to him nobody is suggesting we 
walk away from our responsibility to 
do the budget. But the fact is, that 
does not have to be done today or to-
morrow. We have plenty of time before 
the budget deadline is reached. That is 
not until the middle of April. 

When we talk about responsibility 
here, we have no higher responsibility 
than the defense of this Nation. I tell 
you, the thing that is on the minds of 
my constituents, the thing that is on 
the minds of virtually every American, 
is not the budget resolution. The thing 
that is on the minds of the American 
people today is the fact that we have a 
quarter of a million troops engaged in 
a battle that is incredibly consequen-
tial to this Nation. I wish to register 
my strong disagreement with business 
as usual in the Senate when we are at 
war. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, let me re-
spond and say there is a difference, I 
believe, in that I believe we express 
strong support for our troops, for our 
Commander in Chief especially; that 
we can do that and at the same time 
carry on our responsibility. It is a dif-
ference in approach. I guess that is why 
the last Congress, under other leader-
ship, failed to pass a budget. Look 
where it got us—where the first 40 days 
of this particular Congress, we had to 
clean up a process which was left be-
cause of that same prioritization, that 
a budget is not important. We believe 
that a budget is important, that it 
prioritizes the needs of defense, of 
health care, of education. Thus, under 
this leadership, we are going to proceed 
with the budget. We are going to pass 
that budget resolution. We are not 
going to delay. Now I am beginning to 
sense a little bit that we want to delay 
the budget, put it off a week, a month, 
a year, or maybe into the next Con-
gress. It is simply not going to happen. 
We are going to proceed. We have 141⁄2 
hours on this budget. We are not going 
to pay respect to the fact that some 
people say the budget is just not im-
portant now. We believe that budget is 
important.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from North Dakota. 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, there is 
no suggestion from this Senator that 
the budget is not important. I believe 
it is critically important. Harking 
back to last year has no relevance to 
this moment. We are at war, and to 
spend time in the Senate today on 
something other than that strikes me 
as wholly inappropriate. 

We are not talking about not getting 
to the budget. Nobody wants a budget 
resolution, I think, any more than this 
Senator. I have spent my entire career 
in the Senate on the Budget Com-
mittee. I want a budget resolution. We 
are at war and here we are talking 
about pay-go. 

Virtually every American is rivetted 
on what is happening to this Nation on 

VerDate Jan 31 2003 01:27 Mar 21, 2003 Jkt 019060 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 0624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G20MR6.003 S20PT1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-22T13:39:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




